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Haplogroup R1b
Time Of Origin: 25-35,000 years ago

Place of Origin: Central or southwest Asia

Description
Haplogroup R1b is a common haplogroup among men of
Western European descent. R1b can be found throughout
Europe. Recent European emigration has carried  this
haplogroup to the Americas as well as to Australia.
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Haplogroup R (Y-STR)
Haplogroup R is the most common haplogroup among European populations. It is believed to have originated around 25–
35,000 years ago, in the early stages of  the Upper Paleolithic (Stone Age) period. This period is marked by the appearance 
of  “behavioral modernity” during which early humans are believed by some anthropologists to have developed language. 
Stone tools became more varied and complex, and the bow and arrow was invented. In Europe, humans began to experiment 
with primitive art, hardening clay figurines of  people and animals by firing them in an oven at high temperatures.  

Studies have postulated Haplogroup R’s origins to be in Iran, central Asia, or south Asia. This haplogroup split into R1 and 
R2, with R1 representing the majority of  Haplogroup R. Clan R1 migrated to the Steppe area between the Ural Mountains 
and the Caspian Sea.

Haplogroup R1 is currently common throughout Europe and western Eurasia. It contains 2 main subgroups, R1a and 
R1b. Most men of  Western European descent share the haplogroup R1b, which is estimated to have split off  25,000 years 
ago. As consequence of  recent European emigration, R1b can also be found in very high frequencies in North and South 
America as well as Australia.

Haplogroup R1a diverged approximately 15,000 years ago, during the peak of  the Ice Age. There is no consensus on where 
R1a may have originated, although a region in south Asia, near north India, and the Ukraine have been proposed.  Currently 
R1a is found in central and western Asia, India, and in the Slavic populations of  Eastern Europe. 

Haplogroup R2 originated 25,000 years ago in central or south Asia. Today, it is found mainly in the Indian sub-continent 
and very rarely in west and central Asia. R2 has a particularly strong presence in the Indian states of  West Bengal, Uttar 
Pradesh and Gujarat, and in the area of  Mumbai (Bombay).
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